to this profession (Hobbs, Hadfield, Lister, & Winlow, 2003; Monaghan, 2002c) . Operating within 'public' environments that have traditionally been viewed as a heterosexual male preserve, and which are governed by the rules of patriarchal cultures (Hey, 1986) , means that the position of female security personnel in bars, pubs and nightclubs appears to be anomalous with normative conceptions of femininity, utilities of female bodies, and perceptions of women's relationship with physical violence, control (Braithwaite & Daly, 1994; Miller, 1998) and aggression (Campbell, 1993; McCaughey, 1997:91) . While there is evidence illustrating that women are active in carving out cultural spaces of control within the night time environment (Kirkby, 1997) , and that particular groups of women establish their own cultures in pubs (Hunt & Saterlee, 1987) , women who are employed to monitor, govern and control licensed spaces appear to be contradicting 'traditional' gender expectations and behavioural rules.
In this chapter we draw on interview data and our findings show that while commercial demands for the female bouncer reinforce 'traditional' notions of femininity; for example, women are perceived to be adept at conciliatory styles of conflict management, we illustrate that within the cultural milieu of the licensed venue women are reworking and 'detraditionalising' gender within this occupational setting (Adkins, 2004; Lovell, 2000) whilst simultaneously reproducing gendered arrangements. Our findings suggest that women draw on a range of strategies, and not simply a diffusing strategy, to achieve control and manage violent and aggressive incidents. When enacted by women, 'violence work' encompasses a form of gendered action or practice that is context specific. Before we develop this argument further it is important to describe in some detail the conditions that have encouraged the entry of the 'gender specialist' female bouncer.
Gendering Nightlife and the Rise of the Female Bouncer
Now it's all aimed at the weekends, it's all about getting the young crowds in the pubs and clubs, and the venues are like, ''oh, knock another 10 pence off that and another 10 pence off this because next door's charging such and such and we've gotta get them in here''.
SD2 Female Bouncer
The growth of night-time economies in Britain have been explained as part of the transformative shift from industrial to post-industrial economic development in British cities (Hadfield, 2006; Hobbs et al., 2003) , and in light of the state's impotence to provide adequate or appropriate public policing, these shifts have created a need for a specialised form of commercial social control (Hobbs et al., 2003) . To date, the problem of violence within Britain's night-time town and city centres has been presented as a male phenomenon, which is dealt with by men (Hobbs et al., 2003; Monaghan, 2002a Monaghan, , 2002b Winlow, 2001) .
